
Biocluster
of European dimension

With 150 companies working in life

sciences, including 55 biotechnology

companies, the Lyon region has earned its

place among Europe's leading bioclusters. 

It profits from exceptional assets: one of the

largest teaching university complexes in Europe,

unique facilities, a future cancerology complex,

and proximity to Grenoble, a world leader in nano-

technology. 

The region’s world fame now includes the sectors of

immuno-virology, vaccines, post-genomics, clinical

research (especially relating to cancer), the neuro-

sciences and bioservices. 

Many corporations have their headquarters here, and

Lyon also has a dynamic range of start-ups on sites

dedicated exclusively for that purpose: Lyon Gerland

Technopole, the Bioparc Lyon®, The Lyon-Porte des

Alpes Technology Park. In addition, Lyon hosts

BioVision every two years, the World Forum of Life

Sciences and the BioSquare business convention.

To ensure the visibility of this high-level expertise,

Greater Lyon (Urban Community) launched the service

Lyon BioAdvisor® in 2003, based on a proposal 

by Aderly and the worldwide communication  agency

Saatchi  & Saatchi,  i n  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  w i t h  

the partners of the Lyon biocluster. 

Lyon BioAdvisor® is the unique contact for

biotechnology companies, mobilizing all the

resources required to ensure the success of their

development and partnership projects. 

The goal is to offer future investors advices of

specialized experts and to establish genuine

international communication, based on a

unique and distinctive concept.

With Lyon BioAdvisor®, the region

confirms its ambition to rank Lyon

among the top five most dyna-

mic bioclusters in Europe.
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What’s new in Lyon

Setting its opportunities
network in motion, Lyon
BioAdvisor® coordinates a team

of experts, anticipates and
targets the rights partnerships. 

The Lyon BioAdvisor®

service lets you get down
to business by saving

time at each stage of
the project: feasibility
study, legal, fiscal
and administrative
advice, access to
the scientific and
clinical community,
search for sites and
real estate solu-
tions dedicated to
R&D, etc.

Initiated by the local
authorities and fede-

rated in Greater Lyon
(Urban Community),

Lyon BioAdvisor® is
completely financed by the

local government.

BioSquare, the launching
pad for Lyon BioAdvisor®

service

The BioSquare business conven-
tion, held in Basel, Switzerland
from 10 to 12 March 2004,
brought together 700 private 
and public international major
players (30 participating coun-
tries) in biotechnology.

Greater Lyon and Aderly partici-
pated in the convention and
promoted the new Lyon
BioAdvisor® label and approach.

Speed up access to expertise
Lyon BioAdvisor® is personalized, unique – Europe’s

first service for development and partnership

projects in the biotechnologies.

Lyon BioAdvisor® provides biotechnology companies
with a unique contact dedicated to mobilize all the
resources required to ensure their success in Lyon
and the region. 

And the aim? To rank Lyon
among the 5 most dynamic
European bioclusters.

www.lyonbioadvisor.com

Contact Aderly for more information
about Lyon BioAdvisor® service:
Laurent Lévy,
laurent.levy@lyonbioadvisor.com
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Fight against the Nipah
virus

The Nipah virus presents as a 
flu-type syndrome capable of
developing into encephalitis
and coma. In cooperation with
Malaysian scientists, two Lyon
teams from the Pasteur Institute
and Inserm have successfully
tested a possible vaccine. 
The Lyon-based team under
Vincent Deubel, head the unit for
the study of the biology of emer-
gent viral infections, participated
in this groundbreaking develop-
ment. 

www.pasteur.fr

www.inserm.fr

Scientific
advances

A microbe barrier suit
In conjunction with the Delta
Protection company, researchers
at Lyon 1 University have developed
the first anti-microbe suit in the
world that guarantees total
isolation from the risk of infection.
This invention will mean protection
both for immuno-depressed
patients, and for the environments
of highly contagious patients. 

”

“

”

Facilitate synergies
The Canceropole Lyon Rhône-Alpes, a world reference
in the field

Spearheading the regional Life Sciences advance-

ment strategy, the Canceropole Lyon Rhône-Alpes is

supporting synergy and promotion of Lyon's scientific

and clinical research resources in the cancer field;

and furthering the region's economic and industrial

development. 

“

Aderly is deploying its expertise
to canvass companies in this
domain and is making its interna-
tional network available to esta-
blish contacts abroad. A business
development project has been
set up in the United States from
1st to 5th March 2004. Aderly,
Greater Lyon and Canceropole
Lyon Rhône-Alpes have met up
with American biotechnology and
pharmaceutical companies from
Pennsylvania together with the
Estée Lauder Foundation.

Via the Canceropole Lyon Rhône-
Alpes (in which 60 million euros
have been invested by the Rhône-
Alpes region, the Rhône Depart-
ment, the French Government and
Greater Lyon) Lyon has now an inter-
nationally viable network for its fight
against cancer and improved care
and quality of life for patients.  

The Canceropole 
Lyon Rhône-Alpes:
www.canceropole-lyonrhonealpes.com



Club Med

Club Med is already established
in Lyon since 1999. In 2003 it has
confirmed and gradually continued
regrouping its Southern
European and African operations.
This means the logistics for its
«villages» worldwide are now
handled from Lyon, together with
recruitment for all the «villages».
Club Med also has a call center in
Lyon, notably being used for
recruiting the 4500 G.O.'s
(Gentils Organisateurs means
Friendly Hosts in french) for the
summer of 2004. France's
seventh-largest recruiter, Club
Med manages from Lyon the
7000 jobs created all over
Europe. Since its arrival here,
Club Med has been guided and
assisted by Aderly. Lyon office
represents 100 employees
working in real headquarters. 

www.clubmed.com

”

“
Miyoshi Kasei

This Japanese company develops
surface treated pigments and
substrates for use in cosmetics.
The firm proposes notably a sili-
cone surface treatment for
cosmetic powders. Miyoshi Kasei
already has operations in the
United States and, thanks to the
help of Aderly, decided in 2003 to
set up its European production
site in Limonest, near Lyon. It has
been launched in the first quarter
of 2004.

www.miyoshikasei.com

”

“

Lyon profits from a remarkable combination of
economic strength and quality of life. Set in
the heart of a region highly receptive to
international interchange, and with a transport
access network that makes it a crossroads for
the whole of Europe, it offers business
extremely competitive operating costs. 
Warm and welcoming city, Lyon takes a
special care of its companies; Lyon look after
employees and their family too!

Lyon is good
for business

What’s new in Lyon



Oncodesign

The biotech company
Oncodesign focuses on 
producing new cancer therapies
to beat the resistance mecha-
nisms that hamper certain
current forms of treatment.
Based in Dijon, Oncodesign, 
in conjunction with partners of
Lyon BioAdvisor®, has decided 
to set up a tumor research 
laboratory in Lyon in March 2004. 

www.oncodesign.com

”

“

Aldi

This German agribusiness distri-
bution group has decided to set
up a profit and logistics centre at
Oytier Saint Oblas in northern
Isère. With Aderly's assistance,
the company will be operational
in 2005 and will create 120 jobs. 

www.aldi.com

”

“

Seda Point S 

Seda Point S, which operates the
«Point S» auto supply stores,
decided in January 2004 to trans-
fer its headquarters from
Goussainville in the Paris region
to Villeurbanne, near Lyon. With
Aderly’s support, Seda Point S is
aiming to move closer to its
network of 270 stores, many of
which are located in southern
France. 

www.points.fr

”

“

04
05

What’s new in Lyon

Icta/Themis

Established by Dr. Michel
Hantzperg in 1984, Icta is a
private Contract Research
Organization specializing in
Phase I, II, III and IV clinical
studies in the epidemiological
and econometric fields. Its interna-
tional team currently is composed
of 100 top level professionals
from all areas of clinical research.
Based in Dijon and working in
conjunction with Lyon
BioAdvisor® network, Icta France
has decided to set up a secon-
dary establishment, Themis, in
Lyon in 2004. 

www.icta.fr

”

“
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Tecan

The Tecan group has decided to
move to Lyon in collaboration
with Aderly and Greater Lyon.
Specialist in biotechnology and
world leader in the field of the
automation and handling of
liquid samples, Tecan is repre-
sented in all continents thanks
to its subsidiaries in America,
Japan, Germany, Italy, England
and France. In 2003, the group
saw a profit of 180 million euros
with a team of over 1500 people.
Thanks to its unique expertise,
Tecan has developed robots
capable of delicate experiments
with very small quantities of
liquid. The French subsidiary
covers France, Greece and the
Iberian Peninsula; created in
1990 and originally based in
Paris region, in Trappes, it made
a profit of 13 million euros with 
a workforce of 35. 

www.tecan.com

”

“



Checking out Lyon's international
potential: Lyon IT Discovery Days

On  April 22-23, 2004 Aderly is organizing a guided
tour of Lyon’s IT companies, in conjunction with the
American Chamber of Commerce in France, the
Franco-American Center for Management Studies
(CEFAM), the Crédit Agricole Bank and the l’Isle
d'Abeau New Town Development Authority (EPIDA),
one of the major site to set up a business in Eastern
Lyon.

The 2 days program includes visits of famous Lyon-
based companies such as Atari, Cegid, Hewlett
Packard and others, and meetings with business
consultants specializing in establishment and
development issues. 

The Lyon area is already home to more than 2000
companies in the IT field, including numerous
European and world headquarters. It is one of the
largest European clusters for the digital industry and
a major actor in the information society in Europe. 

For further information on IT in and around Lyon: 
www.aderly.com

Lyon IT Discovery
Days

World focus on Lyon
In-cosmetics, Milan
Spotlight on dermocosmeto-
logy in Lyon

As part of the Lyon Vision Mode
(Fashion Vision Lyon) agenda,
Aderly, Greater Lyon and the Centre

Européen de Dermocosmétologie will be making
sure that Lyon gets the attention it deserves at the
exhibition In-cosmetics in Milan, on April 27-29
2004. 

The Lyon area is home to such major cosmetics
companies as Coletica, Gattefossé, Givaudan-
Lavirotte, Texinfine, Dermscan, Episkin (L’Oréal
group) and Strand Cosmetics Europe. The Rhône-
Alpes cosmetics industry includes 157 companies,
with 22 of them specializing in the emerging dermo-
cosmetology sector.

In-cosmetics: www.in-cosmetics.com

Centre Européen de Dermocosmétologie: 
www.ced-lyon.com

Bioparc Lyon ®
presented during MIPIM
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Dermocosmetology
Jun Märkl

World focus on Lyon
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The Lyon property sector at
MIPIM

From March 9-12 this year, Greater
Lyon was exhibiting at MIPIM 2004,

the International Property Market in Cannes.

Property investors had the opportunity to discover
the assets of Lyon's particularly attractive land and
building market. In the property investment field, the
Lyon metropolitan area is one of Europe's top 15. 

On this occasion, Greater Lyon presented the inter-
national-level Bioparc Lyon® project. Located in the
Rockefeller district, the Bioparc Lyon® hosts R&D
companies and units working in the health field.
Close to downtown, it is part of one of Europe's
largest teaching hospital complexes. The city's
principal development sites and the Lyon Confluence
project were also presented.  

More information on  MIPIM:  www.reedmidem.com

More information on the Lyon property market:
www.entreprendre.grandlyon.com

A new musical director for the National
Orchestra of Lyon

Jun Märkl is to be the new musical director of the
National Orchestra of Lyon. He will take up the three-
year post on September 1st, 2005, replacing current
American director David Robertson. 

A German pianist and violinist by training, Jun Märkl
is at present full-time conductor at the Munich
Opera. He has already been musical director for the
Saar State Theatre and the Mannheim National
Theatre. 

A standard-bearer of France’s grand tradition of
symphonic music, the Lyon National Orchestra is
now one of Europe’s leading companies and an
ambassador of Lyon’s cultural and international
prominence as a city of artistic creation.
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